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Yahaira used her funds from the DeCormier Memorial Scholarship for a Fall 2016 visit to 

the archaeological site of Lomas Entierros, located in Central Pacific Costa Rica.  This 

archaeological site is currently situated under the primary rainforest of Carara National Park. 

However there is high visibility on the ground, making it possible to observe the cobblestone 

structures, as well as great quantities of ceramic fragments, metates, manos, and polished and 

flaked celts. 

During this visit to Lomas Entierros, Yahaira located with a handled GPS unit the 

structures excavated in 1988, as well as four more retaining walls and seven more house 

foundations. Due to the presence of structures and materials on the surface, the area of the site 

was estimated in 4.5 ha. Lomas Entierros is one of the largest centers located in the Central 

Pacific region of Costa Rica, and it was occupied during the centuries before the Spanish arrival 

(AD 800-1500). The site is known for its monumental construction in cobblestone on top of a 

hill and large quantities of imported items coming from the Greater Nicoya region.  

With these funds Yahaira was also able to analyze the artifact collections from the 1988 

archaeological work at Lomas Entierros, which is currently housed in the Museo Nacional de 

Costa Rica. The analysis of these collections led to new insight into the diversity of imported and 

local items. Variation in forms, decorations, and raw materials were important components of 

this analysis that could lead to an understanding of material culture in terms of gradations of 

value. This was essential since understanding the expression of value in objects along a 

continuum is one of the main objectives of this research. Items coming from both domestic and 

burial contexts are present in the artifact collection of Lomas Entierros. Artifacts range from 

metates, manos, pestles, a variety of ceramic pots, celts, spindle whorls, figurines, whistles, and 

personal ornaments. 

 During the spring of 2017 Yahaira also used funds from DeCormier Memorial 

Scholarship, together with a Dissertation Research Fellowship Award from UAlbany to conduct 

another short season to map more structures at Lomas Entierros in preparation for her 

dissertation excavations.   

 

       


